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Bangladesh Liberation 1971: Taqseem-e-
Bangla, Genocide, Refugees & Victory
No chapter of post-independence history tests an aspirant like 1971. It sits at the meeting point
of three GS papers at once: GS I (the freedom struggle's unfinished business, nationalism, and
the idea of a nation), GS II (refugee crises, diplomacy, and treaties), and GS III (war, security, and
strategy). Prelims asks the dates — Operation Searchlight, the surrender, the Shimla Agreement.
Mains asks the meaning — why a country broke in two, how India managed the largest refugee
inflow of the century, and what the war changed about South Asia. This page covers the full arc:
the roots in language and economics, the crackdown of March 1971, the ten million refugees, the
provisional government, the thirteen-day war, and the legacy that still shapes India–Bangladesh
relations today.

Read it as a story first and a fact-sheet second. The dates are all here — grouped in tables at the
end for last-month revision — but what makes 1971 scoring is the chain of cause and effect: how
the language movement of 1952 led to the Six Points of 1966, how the 1970 election led to the
crackdown, how the crackdown led to the refugees, and how the refugees led to the war. Learn
the chain and the dates attach themselves to it.

Part I: Roots of the Crisis

1. 1. Two Wings, One Country: the Geography Problem

Pakistan was born in 1947 as two pieces of land with 1,600 kilometres of India between them.
East Pakistan (today's Bangladesh) held the majority of the country's people — roughly 55 per
cent — yet power sat in the west, in Karachi and later Islamabad. The army, the civil service and
the big industrial houses were dominated by West Pakistanis. Bengalis were treated as a junior
partner in a country they numerically led. This was not a small administrative imbalance; it was
the basic fact that made every later crisis possible. A country split into two wings with a hostile
neighbour between them could only hold together if  both wings felt  like equal owners.  They
never did. For UPSC, this geography is the first line of any answer on why Pakistan broke up: a
state whose two halves shared a religion but little else — different language, different culture,
different  economy  —  and  no  land  connection  between  them.  Prelims  has  asked  about  the
distance and the demographic majority; Mains expects you to use the two-wing structure as the
starting point of the 1971 story. The imbalance was even written into constitutional engineering:
in 1955 West Pakistan's four provinces were merged into "One Unit" so the west could face the
east as a single bloc in the legislature, a scheme Bengalis saw as a device to neutralise their
majority. It was abolished only in 1970, months before the election. Add the shift of the capital
from  Karachi  toward  the  new  Islamabad  in  the  1960s  —  further  from  the  east  —  and  the
geography of power told Bengalis everything about where they stood.
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2. 2. The Language Movement of 1952

In 1948, Pakistan's founder declared that Urdu — and only Urdu — would be the state language.
For  Bengalis,  who  formed  the  majority  and  spoke  Bangla,  this  was  a  direct  attack  on  their
identity. Protests built through the early 1950s, and on 21 February 1952 police in Dhaka fired on
students  demanding  recognition  for  Bangla.  Several  protesters  were  killed,  and  21  February
became Ekushey February — the Language Martyrs' Day, still observed in Bangladesh with deep
feeling.  The government eventually  gave in:  the 1956 constitution recognised both Urdu and
Bengali as state languages. But the damage was done. The language movement was the first
mass proof that Bengali identity could mobilise against the Pakistani state, and it created the
political  generation — including a young Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,  who was jailed during the
agitation — that would lead the later struggle. For UPSC, remember three things: the date (21
February 1952), the outcome (Bengali recognised in the 1956 constitution), and the global legacy
—  UNESCO  proclaimed  21  February  as  International  Mother  Language  Day  in  1999,  on
Bangladesh's  proposal.  That  UNESCO link  is  a  favourite  Prelims  question.  The  martyrs  of  21
February are commemorated at the Shaheed Minar in Dhaka, first raised by students in 1952,
demolished by the authorities, and rebuilt after independence as the national monument of the
language movement. Every year on Ekushey February, barefoot processions place flowers there
at dawn — a ritual Indian aspirants should know because it  shows how a language agitation
became a national liturgy. The movement also gave Bangladesh its strongest cultural export: the
argument, later accepted by UNESCO, that mother languages deserve international recognition.

3. 3. The "Two Economies": Economic Disparity

East Pakistan earned a large share of Pakistan's foreign exchange — mainly through jute, the
"golden fibre" — but saw only a fraction of development spending. Figures cited in Bangladeshi
accounts  put  the  east's  share  of  central  development  expenditure  far  below  its  share  of
population and export earnings through the 1950s and 1960s. Bengali economists, notably in the
early  1960s,  began writing  openly  about  a  "two economies"  thesis:  that  the  east  was  being
treated as an internal colony, its surplus transferred west. Whether or not every number in those
pamphlets  was  exact,  the  perception was politically  explosive  and widely  shared in  the east.
Factories, banks and trading houses were largely owned by West Pakistani families; government
jobs and military commissions went disproportionately to westerners. This economic grievance
gave the language-and-culture movement a material base: it was no longer only about identity, it
was about bread. UPSC tests this as the economic root of 1971 — Mains answers on the breakup
of Pakistan should always pair the cultural grievance (language) with the economic one (resource
transfer).  Jute  as  the  east's  export  earner  is  the  one  commodity  name  to  remember.
Contemporary Bengali economists documented the gap in pamphlets and papers through the
1960s: the east generated the larger share of export earnings but received the smaller share of
imports,  development  spending  and  foreign  aid  allocation.  West  Pakistani  industrial  families
dominated banking, insurance and large-scale manufacturing, while Bengalis were scarce in the
officer corps of the army and the upper civil service. Whether every table in those pamphlets was
precise, the lived experience behind them was not in doubt — and in politics, a widely believed
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grievance works like a proven one. UPSC expects you to name the mechanism (export surplus
transferred west, spending concentrated west), not to reproduce the tables.

4. 4. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Awami League

Sheikh  Mujibur  Rahman  —  Mujib,  later  Bangabandhu  ("friend  of  Bengal")  —  is  the  central
personality of this story. A student activist in the 1940s, he rose through the Awami League, the
east's  main  political  party,  becoming  its  general  secretary  in  1953  and  its  president  by  the
mid-1960s.  His  politics  combined Bengali  nationalism with a  demand for  democratic  rule:  he
argued  that  the  east's  majority  should  mean  the  east's  voice  in  running  Pakistan.  Jailed
repeatedly by Pakistani  regimes through the 1950s and 1960s,  each imprisonment raised his
stature. By 1970 he was the undisputed leader of the Bengali cause — the man around whom the
entire election campaign, the non-cooperation movement and finally the liberation war revolved.
For UPSC, Mujib is the name that anchors every date: his Six Points (1966), his election victory
(1970), his 7 March speech (1971), his arrest (25–26 March 1971), his release and return (January
1972), and his assassination (15 August 1975). Prelims asks the titles and dates; Mains expects
you to  present  him as  the political  centre  of  gravity  without  whom the other  events  do not
connect. After the Agartala case was withdrawn in February 1969, a mass rally conferred on him
the title "Bangabandhu" — friend of Bengal — on 23 February 1969. From that point his authority
in the east was personal as well as political: even Bengalis who disagreed with the Awami League
on detail accepted him as the community's spokesman. His 7 March 1971 speech at the Race
Course Ground, his arrest on 25–26 March, and his return on 10 January 1972 are the four dates
that  frame his  1971.  His  assassination  on 15  August  1975,  with  most  of  his  family,  plunged
Bangladesh into years of military rule — the reminder that liberation did not mean stability.

5. 5. The Six Points (1966)

In  February  1966,  at  a  conference  in  Lahore,  Mujib  announced the  Six  Points  — the  Awami
League's  charter  of  demands.  Stripped  to  their  core,  they  asked  for:  a  federation  with
parliamentary government; the federal government to control only defence and foreign affairs;
separate currencies (or  safeguards against  the flight  of  capital  from east  to west);  the east's
control over its own taxation and revenue; separate foreign-exchange accounts; and a separate
militia or paramilitary for the east.  Read plainly,  the Six Points were a demand for near-total
autonomy  inside  Pakistan  —  confederation  in  all  but  name.  West  Pakistani  leaders  called  it
secession by another name, and Ayub Khan's regime treated Mujib as a traitor for it. But in the
east the Six Points became the political bible: every later demand, including the 1970 election
manifesto, was built on them. UPSC loves the Six Points because they are testable in list form —
Prelims has framed questions around which subjects the points left with the centre (defence and
foreign affairs only). Remember 1966 and the Lahore announcement. The points, in brief: a true
federation with parliamentary government; the centre to handle only defence and foreign affairs;
either two separate currencies or constitutional safeguards against capital  flight from east to
west; the federating units to control taxation and revenue collection; separate foreign-exchange
accounts  for  the  two  wings;  and  a  separate  militia  for  East  Pakistan.  Ayub  Khan  called  the
programme secessionist and jailed Mujib for it — which only proved, to Bengalis, that the west

UPSC Hub • Free UPSC Study Material Page 7 of 35



would criminalise even a negotiated demand. The Six Points became the Awami League's 1970
election manifesto, so the election can be read as a referendum on them: the east voted yes by
167 to 2.

6. 6. The Agartala Conspiracy Case (1968)

In January 1968 the Ayub Khan regime charged Mujib and 34 others with conspiring with India to
break up Pakistan — the charge-sheet claimed the plotting had happened at Agartala, in the
Indian state of Tripura. The case was meant to finish Mujib politically. It did the opposite. The trial
in  Dhaka turned him into a  national  hero in  the east;  students  and workers  rose in  a  mass
upsurge through late 1968 and early 1969,  and the regime was forced to withdraw the case
unconditionally in February 1969. Ayub Khan fell  from power weeks later. The episode taught
Bengalis two lessons: that the western establishment would use any weapon, including treason
charges, against their leaders — and that mass protest could defeat it. For UPSC, the Agartala
case is the bridge between the Six Points (1966) and the 1970 election: it  explains why Mujib
entered the election not just as a party leader but as a living symbol. Remember the year (1968),
the alleged venue (Agartala, Tripura), and the outcome (case withdrawn, February 1969). Thirty-
five  men were  accused,  and  the  trial  was  staged inside  Dhaka  cantonment  before  a  special
tribunal — a setting that told Bengalis the verdict was pre-decided. The turning point came when
Sergeant Zahurul Haq, one of the accused, was shot dead in custody in February 1969; the killing
detonated the mass upsurge that forced the regime to withdraw the case on 22 February 1969.
Students fused the moment into an eleven-point charter of demands, and the agitation rolled on
until  Ayub  Khan  resigned  in  March  1969.  For  the  exam,  the  case  is  the  classic  example  of
repression backfiring: a trial meant to destroy Mujib manufactured his legend instead.

7. 7. The 1970 General Elections

Pakistan's first-ever general election, held on 7 December 1970 under military ruler Yahya Khan,
produced a result  nobody in the west had expected. The Awami League won 167 of the 169
National Assembly seats allotted to East Pakistan — a clean sweep — giving it 167 of the house's
313  seats  and  an  absolute  majority  in  the  National  Assembly.  Mujib  had  a  clear  democratic
mandate to become Pakistan's prime minister and to write the constitution on the basis of his Six
Points. In the west, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party won the most seats but far fewer
overall. Bhutto refused to accept an Awami League government; Yahya Khan, unwilling to hand
power to Mujib, began stalling. The election is the hinge of the whole 1971 story: it converted the
Bengali cause from a protest movement into a democratic mandate, and the refusal to honour it
converted the mandate into a liberation war. UPSC treats this as one of the most question-worthy
facts of the chapter — 167 of 169, December 1970, absolute majority. Learn it cold. The house
had 313 seats — 300 general plus 13 reserved for women — and the Awami League's 167 gave it
an absolute majority outright. In the west, Bhutto's PPP won 81 seats, the largest western bloc
but well short of a majority. Under Yahya's Legal Framework Order the assembly was to frame a
constitution  within  120  days,  which  meant  Mujib's  Six-Point-based  draft  would  have  become
Pakistan's constitution. That prospect — a Bengali-majority government writing the rules — is
what the western establishment could not accept. Remember the arithmetic (167 of 313, majority
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on its own) because it is the legal core of the Bengali claim: this was not a rebellion against the
state, it was the state's elected majority being denied power.

8. 8. Postponement of the Assembly (March 1971)

The National Assembly was supposed to meet in Dhaka on 3 March 1971. On 1 March, Yahya
Khan postponed it indefinitely — under pressure from Bhutto, who had threatened to boycott the
session. The east exploded. Mujib called a non-cooperation movement: strikes, shutdowns, and
the Bengali administration, police and even parts of the army answering to him rather than to
Islamabad.  On  7  March  1971,  before  a  vast  crowd  at  Dhaka's  Race  Course  Ground,  Mujib
delivered  the  speech  that  defined  the  moment  —  declaring  that  the  struggle  now  was  for
emancipation  and  independence,  while  stopping  just  short  of  a  formal  declaration.  Through
March,  East  Pakistan  was  effectively  self-governing  under  Mujib's  directives,  with  Pakistani
authority confined to its cantonments. Yahya flew to Dhaka for talks that went nowhere; troops
and weapons were quietly flown in from the west. By late March, both sides knew where this was
heading. For UPSC, March 1971 is the month of escalation: 1 March (postponement), 7 March (the
Race Course speech), and the non-cooperation movement that made Pakistani rule in the east a
fiction before the crackdown made it a war. Bhutto, whose party would have sat in opposition,
pressured  Yahya  to  delay;  his  reported  remark  about  sharing  power  —  "idhar  hum,  udhar
tum" (we here,  you there)  — captured the west's  refusal  to accept the verdict.  Yahya flew to
Dhaka and talked with Mujib from 15 to 24 March while troops, weapons and ammunition were
quietly  flown  into  the  east  —  negotiations  as  cover  for  a  military  buildup.  When  the  talks
collapsed,  the  crackdown  was  already  loaded.  UPSC  tests  March  1971  as  a  lesson  in  failed
negotiation:  the postponement (1  March),  the speech (7  March),  and the hollow talks  (15–24
March) form a three-step ladder to the night of 25 March.

Part II: Operation Searchlight and the Crackdown

9. 9. Operation Searchlight: 25–26 March 1971

On the night of 25 March 1971, the Pakistan Army launched Operation Searchlight — a planned
military crackdown to crush the Bengali movement in one blow. Tanks rolled into Dhaka around
midnight;  the  operation's  targets  were  the  Awami  League  leadership,  Bengali  soldiers  and
policemen,  students,  and  the  city's  Hindu  neighbourhoods.  What  followed  was  months  of
systematic violence across the east: mass killings, the burning of villages, and a campaign that
drove millions across the border into India. The Pakistan Army's own records and later inquiries
confirm the operation's intent — disarm Bengali units, arrest or kill the political leadership, and
terrorise the population into submission. It achieved the opposite: within days, Bengali soldiers
and police  mutinied,  the  resistance  organised,  and the  independence movement  became an
armed liberation war. For UPSC, 25 March 1971 is one of the anchor dates of the chapter — the
night the political crisis became a war. Bangladesh observes 25 March as Genocide Day. Prelims
has asked the operation's name and date; Mains expects you to place it as the point of no return.
The operation was directed by Lt Gen Tikka Khan, the military governor, and its planning papers
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treated the Bengali political and military leadership as targets for elimination. Foreign journalists
were  rounded  up  and  expelled  from  Dhaka  before  the  tanks  moved  —  but  one,  Anthony
Mascarenhas  of  Pakistan's  own  Morning  News,  slipped  out  and  filed  his  famous  "Genocide"
report in the Sunday Times of London in June 1971, carrying photographic evidence to the world.
His  reporting  is  why  the  word  genocide  entered  the  international  discussion  of  1971  within
months, not years. For Mains, Mascarenhas is the go-to detail for answers on the role of the press
in exposing state violence.

10. 10. The Arrest of Sheikh Mujib

In the early hours of 26 March 1971, as Operation Searchlight began, Pakistani troops arrested
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at his Dhaka residence. He was flown to West Pakistan and imprisoned
— eventually held in solitary confinement in a Punjab jail, where he remained for the entire war.
The arrest removed the movement's supreme leader at the moment of its greatest test, and for
nine months Bengalis  fought in  his  name without knowing whether he was alive.  Before his
arrest,  Mujib sent out a declaration of  independence (see the next topic)  — his last  free act.
Pakistan later put him on trial for treason; only international pressure and the war's outcome
saved  him  from  execution.  For  UPSC,  the  arrest  matters  in  two  ways:  it  explains  why  the
provisional government had an "acting" president and prime minister (Mujib was president-in-
name, imprisoned), and it sets up the January 1972 return. Remember: arrested the night of 25–
26 March 1971, held in West Pakistan, released 8 January 1972. He was flown to West Pakistan
and held in solitary confinement in Mianwali jail, in Punjab, while a secret military court tried him
for treason — proceedings that moved, by several accounts, toward a death sentence. His family
remained under house arrest in Dhaka. Through the autumn of 1971, world leaders — Indira
Gandhi among them — appealed publicly for his life, and his fate became a standing item in
every diplomatic conversation about the war. Pakistan's defeat made the trial pointless; the new
Bhutto government released him on 8 January 1972 rather than inherit the odium of executing
him. The nine-month imprisonment is why the provisional government was structured entirely
around an absent president.

11. 11. Declaration of Independence (26 March 1971)

Shortly before his arrest in the early hours of 26 March 1971, Sheikh Mujib issued a declaration of
Bangladesh's  independence  —  transmitted  by  wireless  and  through  the  East  Pakistan  Rifles
network.  Bangladesh therefore  observes  26  March as  its  Independence Day.  The declaration
called on Bengalis to resist  the Pakistani army's crackdown and to fight for a free,  sovereign
Bangladesh. Its exact wording and transmission route have been debated by historians, but its
political function is undisputed: it gave the uprising a legal and moral foundation — a declaration
by the elected majority leader — and a date around which the new nation's identity formed. For
UPSC,  keep three dates straight:  26 March 1971 (declaration of  independence /  Bangladesh's
Independence Day), 16 December 1971 (Victory Day — the war's end), and 17 April 1971 (the
provisional  government's  oath).  Mixing  up  Independence  Day  and  Victory  Day  is  one  of  the
commonest errors aspirants make on this chapter. The declaration went out over the wireless
network of the East Pakistan Rifles in the small hours of 26 March, hours before Mujib's arrest,
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and its  text was later incorporated into the Mujibnagar Proclamation of  10 April  1971 — the
provisional  government's founding document.  That proclamation is  the legal  bridge aspirants
should note: it converted a leader's wireless message into a constitutional act of a government.
Bangladesh's national calendar still turns on this date — Independence Day parades, the national
anthem, and the flag all trace their authority to 26 March. In the exam, pair it with 16 December:
declaration and victory, the war's alpha and omega.

12. 12. Ziaur Rahman's Radio Broadcast (27 March)

On 27 March 1971,  Major  Ziaur  Rahman of  the Pakistan Army — a Bengali  officer  who had
revolted  —  broadcast  a  declaration  of  independence  from  the  Kalurghat  radio  station  near
Chittagong,  announcing  it  on  behalf  of  Sheikh  Mujibur  Rahman.  In  the  confusion  of  the
crackdown's first days, with Mujib under arrest and his own declaration not yet widely heard, Zia's
broadcast  was  the  first  many  Bengalis  heard  of  the  independence  call.  It  electrified  the
resistance: here was a serving officer openly defying the army. Zia went on to command Sector 1
of the Mukti Bahini and, years later, became Bangladesh's president (1977–1981). For UPSC, the
Kalurghat broadcast is the detail that separates prepared aspirants from the rest: the date (27
March 1971), the station (Kalurghat, Chittagong), and the fact that it was made on Mujib's behalf.
It also introduces Ziaur Rahman, a name that recurs in Bangladesh's later history. Zia was a major
in the 8th East Bengal Regiment who revolted at Chittagong, seized the Kalurghat station, and
read the declaration first in his own name and then, in a second broadcast, on Mujib's behalf — a
correction that mattered, because it placed the revolt under the elected leader's authority. He
commanded  Sector  1  through  the  war,  rose  to  army  chief  after  independence,  and  became
Bangladesh's  president  in  1977,  founding  the  Bangladesh  Nationalist  Party  (BNP).  His
assassination in May 1981 closed one of the most consequential careers to emerge from 1971.
For the exam, Zia links the war to Bangladesh's later politics:  the officer of 1971 became the
president of 1977.

13. 13. Dhaka University, Rajarbagh and Pilkhana

Operation Searchlight's first targets in Dhaka were the centres of Bengali institutional strength.
At Dhaka University, troops attacked student dormitories — Jagannath Hall (the Hindu students'
hall) and Iqbal Hall among them — killing students and teachers. At Rajarbagh, the headquarters
of  the  East  Pakistan  police,  Bengali  policemen  who  resisted  were  killed.  At  Pilkhana,  the
headquarters of the East Pakistan Rifles (the paramilitary), Bengali soldiers were disarmed and
many were killed. The pattern was deliberate: eliminate the educated youth, the police and the
paramilitary  —  the  three  groups  most  likely  to  organise  resistance.  Survivors  fled  to  the
countryside and across the border,  carrying the news that turned protest into war.  For UPSC,
these three names — Dhaka University, Rajarbagh, Pilkhana — are the concrete details that give a
Mains answer texture. They show the crackdown was aimed not at an army but at a society's
leadership: students, police, soldiers.  The university attacks are also why 1971 is discussed in
human-rights and international-law contexts. Jagannath Hall, the dormitory of Hindu students,
was hit with particular ferocity, and teachers were dragged from their homes in the university
quarters.  At  Rajarbagh,  Bengali  policemen  fought  with  small  arms  before  being  overrun;  at
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Pilkhana, the East Pakistan Rifles' Bengali troops were disarmed at a supposed parade and then
killed. The survivors — students, policemen, soldiers — fled to the border and became the first
recruits of the resistance. Decades later, Bangladesh's International Crimes Tribunal (set up in
2010) would try surviving collaborators for 1971 crimes, with the university killings among the
documented charges. The arc from 1971 to the trials is a Mains-ready point on delayed justice.

14. 14. Targeting of Hindus and Intellectuals

The crackdown singled out two groups with particular severity. Bengali Hindus — about a fifth of
East Pakistan's population — were targeted as a community; Pakistani military documents and
survivor  accounts  describe  Hindu  villages  and  neighbourhoods  marked  for  attack,  temples
destroyed,  and  Hindus  disproportionately  represented  among  those  killed  and  among  the
refugees who fled to India. The second group was the Bengali intelligentsia: professors, doctors,
writers  and  journalists,  hunted  down  in  the  war's  final  days  most  notoriously,  but  targeted
throughout. The aim, as later inquiries and scholarly accounts describe it, was to eliminate the
community most identified with Bengali nationalism and the class most capable of leading a new
state.  For  UPSC,  this  topic  matters  for  two  reasons.  First,  it  explains  the  refugee  flow's
composition  —  a  large  share  of  the  ten  million  were  Hindus,  which  shaped  India's  political
response.  Second,  it  is  the  factual  basis  for  discussing  1971  in  GS  II  answers  on  minority
protection and in essay-type questions on state violence.  Keep the tone factual  and attribute
claims to documented accounts. The targeting of intellectuals reached its peak in the war's final
days: on 14 December 1971, with defeat certain, collaborators rounded up and murdered dozens
of Dhaka's professors, doctors and writers — Bangladesh observes 14 December as Martyred
Intellectuals Day. Hindu villages were marked for attack throughout the war; survivors' accounts
describe soldiers checking for circumcision to identify Hindus, a detail documented in journalistic
and scholarly accounts of the time. The community dimension explains the refugee statistics —
Hindus, roughly a fifth of the east's population, formed a far larger share of the ten million who
fled.  In  answers,  keep the  two targetings  distinct:  Hindus  as  a  community  under  communal
suspicion, intellectuals as a class under political elimination.

15. 15. The Death Toll: Attributed Figures

Bangladesh's official figure for those killed in 1971 is 3 million — a number enshrined in the
country's  national  memory,  taught  in  its  schools,  and  cited  by  its  government.  Independent
scholars  and  journalists  have  produced  a  wide  range  of  estimates,  from  the  hundreds  of
thousands to over a million; Pakistan's own Hamoodur Rahman Commission, set up after the war,
acknowledged large-scale atrocities while disputing the highest figures. The honest position —
and the one UPSC expects from a serious aspirant — is to attribute: "Bangladesh officially cites 3
million dead; independent estimates vary widely." Do not present any single figure as settled fact,
and do not dismiss the official figure either; it reflects how the nation remembers the war. For the
exam, what matters more than the number is the analytical point: the scale of killing is what
converted a political  dispute into a humanitarian catastrophe, drove the refugee exodus, and
gave India its justification — legal and moral — for intervention. In Mains, cite the figure with
attribution and move on to the argument. Pakistan's own Hamoodur Rahman Commission — the
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inquiry Bhutto set up after the defeat — acknowledged killings on a large scale by the army, even
as  it  disputed  the  figures  Dhaka  cited.  Demographers  and  historians  have  since  produced
estimates ranging from the hundreds of thousands upward, with methods and assumptions that
remain debated.  The figure you choose signals nothing about your politics if  you attribute it
properly;  the figure you assert without attribution signals carelessness.  UPSC's interest is  not
arithmetic but judgment: can the aspirant handle a contested number the way a civil  servant
must — acknowledging the official figure, noting the range, and building the argument on what
is  undisputed  (the  scale  was  vast,  the  targeting  was  systematic,  the  exodus  it  caused  was
measurable)?

16. 16. Sexual Violence: Attributed Accounts

Bangladeshi  official  accounts and survivor testimonies describe systematic  sexual  violence by
Pakistani  forces  and  their  local  collaborators  during  1971,  with  figures  in  the  hundreds  of
thousands cited in Bangladesh's national narrative. Independent verification of exact numbers is
difficult — as it is for most wartime atrocity figures — but the pattern itself is documented in
survivor testimony, journalistic accounts of the time, and later research. Bangladesh honours the
survivors  with  the  title  Birangona  ("brave  women"),  though  many  faced  stigma  rather  than
support after the war. For UPSC, this topic belongs in answers on conflict-related sexual violence,
women's security, and post-conflict justice — it is one of the earliest and largest documented
cases of mass wartime sexual violence in South Asia. Handle it with the same discipline as the
death toll: attribute the figures ("Bangladeshi accounts cite..."), describe the pattern factually, and
avoid  both  sensationalism  and  denial.  The  exam  rewards  the  aspirant  who  can  write  about
atrocity with precision and restraint. Bangladesh honours survivors with the title Birangona —
"brave  woman"  —  though  social  stigma  meant  many  never  claimed  it,  and  successive
governments have debated recognition, support and rehabilitation with uneven results. The war-
crimes trials begun in 2010 convicted several defendants for 1971 sexual violence among other
charges, creating a judicial record where little had existed. For the exam, this topic connects to GS
II discussions of conflict-related sexual violence and to the global Women, Peace and Security
agenda (UNSCR 1325): 1971 is among the earliest large-scale cases where mass wartime sexual
violence was documented by contemporary journalism. Write about it as a documented pattern
with attributed figures, and the answer writes itself with dignity.

Part III: The Refugee Crisis

17. 17. Ten Million Refugees: the Scale

Between March and December 1971, an estimated ten million people fled East Pakistan into India
— the figure most widely cited by Indian and international accounts of the time. It was one of the
largest forced migrations of the twentieth century, compressed into barely nine months. To grasp
the scale: ten million was roughly one-seventh of East Pakistan's population, and it exceeded the
population of  many countries.  The flow peaked in the summer and monsoon months as the
army's campaign moved through the countryside. India, itself a poor country, registered, housed
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and fed them. For UPSC, the ten-million figure is the single most important number of the pre-
war  phase  — always  attribute  it  ("widely  cited  as  ~10 million")  and always  connect  it  to  the
argument: this was not a distant tragedy but a direct burden on India, and it became New Delhi's
central justification for everything that followed, from the diplomatic campaign to the war itself.
Prelims asks the number; Mains asks what the number forced India to do. Relief agencies at the
time described it as among the largest sudden displacements of the century — Partition in 1947
had moved some 14–15 million, but over a longer period and in both directions; the 1971 flow
was one-directional and compressed into nine months. The refugees amounted to roughly one-
seventh of East Pakistan's population, and their arrival overwhelmed border districts that were
themselves poor. India registered the influx camp by camp, which is why the ten-million figure,
though an estimate, rests on administrative counting rather than guesswork. When Mains asks
about India's "interests" in 1971, this number is the first interest: no state absorbs a seventh of its
neighbour's population without the question of force arising.

18. 18. Where They Went: the Border States

The refugees crossed wherever the border was nearest. The heaviest burden fell on West Bengal,
which  received  the  largest  share;  Tripura,  a  small  state,  took  in  numbers  that  at  one  point
exceeded its own population; Assam and Meghalaya (then still  part of Assam) absorbed large
flows in the east. Camps sprang up in their hundreds along the border belt — from 24 Parganas
in the south to the Garo Hills in the north. The geography mattered politically: the strain fell on
India's poorest border districts, and the demographic shock in states like Tripura and Assam left
effects that are still discussed in the context of migration and citizenship debates. For UPSC, map
the  flows:  West  Bengal  (largest  numbers),  Tripura  (largest  proportional  burden),  Assam–
Meghalaya (eastern sector).  This geography links 1971 to later issues — the Assam Accord of
1985, for instance, has its roots partly in the demographic anxieties this influx deepened. A Mains
answer on 1971 that names the states shows command of detail. Tripura's case was extreme: a
state of about one and a half million people received a refugee inflow that at its peak exceeded its
own population — schools, hospitals and food stocks built for one population suddenly serving
two. In West Bengal the camps stretched along the entire border from 24 Parganas to Cooch
Behar; in Assam and Meghalaya they clustered in the western districts nearest the border. The
demographic  shock  fed  anxieties  that  outlived  the  war:  Assam's  later  agitation  against
"foreigners," which ended in the Assam Accord of 1985, drew part of its emotional fuel from the
sense  that  the  border  could  not  hold.  A  Mains  answer  that  traces  1971  to  1985  shows  the
examiner a mind that connects chapters.

19. 19. The Economic Strain on India

Feeding  and  sheltering  ten  million  people  for  nine  months  cost  India  enormously  — Indian
accounts of the time put the expenditure at hundreds of crores of rupees, at a moment when
India's own economy was strained and food security was fragile. International aid covered only a
fraction of the cost; India appealed repeatedly for burden-sharing and received far less than it
asked  for.  The  government  imposed  a  "refugee  relief"  levy  —  taxes  and  postal  surcharges
earmarked  for  the  camps  —  to  raise  funds  domestically.  Beyond  money,  there  was  the
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administrative load: registration, health screening, policing, and the sheer logistics of food supply
in  remote border  districts  during the monsoon.  For  UPSC,  the economic  strain  is  the bridge
between the humanitarian story and the strategic one: India did not go to war out of abstract
sympathy.  It  went  to  war  partly  because  it  could  not  afford  to  keep  ten  million  refugees
indefinitely.  In  Mains  answers,  cite  the  cost  as  India's  material  interest  —  it  makes  the
intervention argument concrete rather than sentimental. Indian statements at the time put the
cost  in  hundreds  of  crores  of  rupees  —  an  enormous  sum  for  an  economy  that  had  just
weathered  drought  and  was  importing  food.  New  Delhi  argued,  at  the  UN  and  in  bilateral
appeals, that Pakistan — whose army had caused the exodus — should bear the cost; the appeals
produced sympathy and a fraction of  the money.  Domestically  the government levied special
refugee-relief taxes and postal surcharges, so the crisis literally reached into every Indian's pocket
and mailbox. That domestic reach matters for the politics of the war decision: by December, the
Indian public  had paid for  the crisis  for  nine months and expected a resolution.  In answers,
present the cost as the economic clock ticking under the diplomacy.

20. 20. Life in the Camps

The camps were crowded, monsoon-soaked, and disease-ridden. Cholera swept through several
camps in the summer of 1971; dysentery and malnutrition were widespread, and the death toll
among  the  refugees  themselves  —  especially  children  —  was  heavy.  Indian  administrators,
doctors  and  volunteers  worked  with  limited  supplies;  international  agencies,  including  the
UNHCR,  provided  assistance  but  were  overwhelmed  by  the  numbers.  Contemporary  press
reports from the camps — filed by Indian and foreign journalists — carried the story to the world
and built the moral case for action. For UPSC, the camps matter as the human face of the crisis:
they are what turned a border problem into a global news story. When you write about India's
diplomacy in late 1971, the camps are the evidence India pointed to. A useful Mains detail: the
refugee relief tax and postal surcharge show how the crisis reached into the daily life of ordinary
Indians, building domestic political support for a strong response. The monsoon turned low-lying
camps in Bengal into swamps; cholera, which thrives in exactly those conditions, swept through
several camps in mid-1971, and dysentery and child malnutrition filled the rest of the medical
ledger. The Indian Army's medical corps, civilian doctors, and volunteers staffed camp hospitals
with limited vaccines and drugs; UN agencies and foreign charities helped but were dwarfed by
the  numbers.  Foreign  correspondents  who  toured  the  camps  —  their  dispatches  appearing
through the summer — gave the crisis its global face: the photographs of the camps did for 1971
what television would later do for other wars. For the exam, the camps are the evidence behind
every Indian diplomatic claim of that autumn.

21. 21. Indira Gandhi's Diplomatic Tour (Oct–Nov 1971)

In  October  and  November  1971,  Prime  Minister  Indira  Gandhi  toured  Western  capitals  —
including  Washington,  London,  Paris  and  Bonn  —  to  present  India's  case:  that  Pakistan's
crackdown had created an unbearable refugee burden, that the crisis was Pakistan's making, and
that the world had to pressure Islamabad toward a political settlement. The tour won sympathy
but little action. President Nixon and his adviser Henry Kissinger, preoccupied with their secret
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opening to China (for which Pakistan was the conduit), tilted toward Pakistan; American military
supplies  to Pakistan continued.  European leaders were sympathetic  but  unwilling to act.  The
tour's failure was, paradoxically, its success for India's war planning: it demonstrated to the world
— and to India's own public — that diplomacy had been exhausted. For UPSC, the tour is the
textbook example of "diplomacy before force": Mains answers on the war should show that India
went to the UN and to world capitals first, and that the war followed the failure of those efforts,
not the other way round. The itinerary covered Washington, London, Paris, Bonn, Brussels and
Vienna  across  late  October  and  November  1971.  In  Washington  on  4–5  November  she  met
President  Nixon;  the joint  communiqué papered over  a  fundamental  disagreement  — Nixon,
invested in Pakistan as his secret channel to China,  would not press Yahya toward a political
settlement.  European  leaders  offered  sympathy  and  humanitarian  aid  but  no  pressure  on
Islamabad. The tour's public failure was privately useful: it let New Delhi say, truthfully, that every
peaceful  avenue had been tried.  Mains answers should present the tour not  as a diplomatic
defeat but as the last box ticked before the resort to force — the "exhaustion of remedies" that
legitimised what followed.

22. 22. The World's Response: the US Tilt, Soviet Backing

The  great  powers  read  1971  through  Cold  War  lenses.  The  United  States,  under  Nixon  and
Kissinger,  tilted toward Pakistan — partly  because Pakistan was secretly  facilitating America's
opening to China,  partly  from a general  preference for the Pakistani  military regime. The US
continued arms supplies, sent the Seventh Fleet's Task Force 74 (centred on the aircraft carrier
USS Enterprise) into the Bay of Bengal in December as a show of force, and backed pro-Pakistan
resolutions at the UN. The Soviet Union, having signed the Indo-Soviet Treaty in August 1971,
backed India — vetoing UN Security Council resolutions that would have forced a ceasefire before
the military outcome was decided. China, Pakistan's ally, condemned India but — constrained by
winter in the Himalayas and Soviet warnings — did not intervene militarily. For UPSC, this is the
international-relations core of 1971: the US tilt (Nixon–Kissinger, the Enterprise), the Soviet vetoes,
and China's restraint. It is asked in both Prelims (treaty date, Enterprise) and Mains (how India
managed great-power pressure). At the UN Security Council in December, the Soviet Union twice
vetoed resolutions demanding an immediate ceasefire — vetoes that bought India the days it
needed to finish the eastern campaign. The American Task Force 74, built around the carrier USS
Enterprise, entered the Bay of Bengal as a signal of displeasure but arrived after Dhaka's fall was
effectively  decided,  and  Soviet  naval  shadowing  made  any  intervention  a  calculated  risk
Washington declined. China, bound by treaty rhetoric to Pakistan, limited itself to condemnation
— the Himalayan winter and a Soviet warning kept its troops in barracks — and then vetoed
Bangladesh's UN admission in 1972. This is the Cold War in miniature, and UPSC asks it as such:
match each power to its move.

23. 23. How the Refugee Crisis Pushed India Toward War

By autumn 1971, India's leadership had concluded that the refugees were not going home on
their  own — only  a  political  settlement  in  Dhaka,  which  meant  an independent  Bangladesh,
would  reverse  the  flow.  The  army,  under  General  Sam  Manekshaw,  advised  waiting:  the
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Himalayan passes would close with winter (ruling out Chinese intervention), the monsoon would
end (drying the ground for  armour in  the east),  and the Mukti  Bahini  needed more time to
weaken Pakistani forces from within. Manekshaw famously asked for — and got — time until
December. The refugee crisis thus set both the motive and the timetable for war: the motive,
because India could not carry ten million refugees indefinitely; the timetable, because the military
needed the right season. For UPSC, this is the analytical heart of the chapter. The standard Mains
question — "Was the 1971 war inevitable?" — is answered here: Indian accounts present it as the
last resort after diplomacy failed and the refugee burden became unsustainable. Learn the logic
chain, not just the dates. The military argument for waiting was made in the spring: Army Chief
General  Sam Manekshaw reportedly told the prime minister he needed months — to let  the
Himalayan passes close with winter  (neutralising China),  to  let  the monsoon end (drying the
eastern battlefield for armour and air power),  and to let the Mukti Bahini bleed the Pakistani
garrison from within. Indira Gandhi accepted the delay, and India spent the waiting months on
diplomacy and the Indo-Soviet  Treaty.  By November the preparations were complete and the
refugees were still coming; the 3 December Pakistani air strikes then supplied the casus belli. For
the exam, this is civil–military relations done right: the political leadership set the objective, the
military set the timetable, and neither rushed the other.

Part IV: The Provisional Government and the Mukti
Bahini

24. 24. The Mujibnagar Government (April 1971)

On 10 April 1971, the elected Awami League leadership proclaimed the provisional government
of Bangladesh; on 17 April, it took its oath at Baidyanathtala — renamed Mujibnagar — in Kushtia
district (now Meherpur), on Bangladeshi soil near the Indian border. With Mujib imprisoned in
Pakistan, the government was structured around him in absentia: Mujib as president, Syed Nazrul
Islam as acting president, Tajuddin Ahmad as prime minister. The proclamation of independence
issued  at  Mujibnagar  gave  the  liberation  war  a  constitutional  document  —  it  declared
Bangladesh's independence, laid down the government's authority, and provided the legal basis
for everything from the Mukti Bahini's operations to later statehood. For UPSC, Mujibnagar is
essential:  the  dates  (proclaimed  10  April,  oath  17  April  1971),  the  place  (Mujibnagar/
Baidyanathtala), and the concept — a government-in-exile operating from Indian territory that
gave the war political legitimacy. Prelims has asked all three; Mains uses Mujibnagar to discuss
how liberation movements organise political  authority.  The cabinet  balanced the movement's
factions: Tajuddin Ahmad as prime minister, Khondaker Mostaq Ahmad handling foreign affairs,
M. Mansur Ali finance, and A.H.M. Qamaruzzaman home affairs, with Syed Nazrul Islam as acting
president. Operating first from Calcutta's Theatre Road, the government issued the proclamation
of  independence  (10  April),  organised  the  sectors,  ran  a  clandestine  radio  station  (Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra), and managed relations with New Delhi. Its existence answered the war's
central political question: this was not a revolt but a state-in-formation, with a government, a
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proclamation,  an  army  and  a  flag.  UPSC  tests  Mujibnagar  as  the  concept  of  "provisional
government" — compare it with other liberation movements if the question invites.

25. 25. Tajuddin Ahmad: the Wartime Administrator

As prime minister of the provisional government, Tajuddin Ahmad ran the day-to-day machinery
of the liberation war from Calcutta (Kolkata). A close associate of Mujib and the Awami League's
general  secretary,  he  built  the  administrative  backbone:  coordinating  the  sectors,  managing
relations  with  the  Indian government,  organising the  refugee-facing civil  administration,  and
keeping the political leadership united through nine difficult months. His tenure was not without
friction — he clashed with other leaders over strategy and over the role of the youth militias —
but  historians  credit  him  with  holding  the  war  effort  together  administratively.  After
independence he served in Mujib's cabinet; he was assassinated in Dhaka jail in November 1975,
months after Mujib's own assassination. For UPSC, Tajuddin is the answer to "who actually ran the
provisional government?" — the man who did the unglamorous work of administration while
others  made  the  speeches.  Remember:  prime  minister  (acting,  with  Mujib  as  president-in-
absentia), based in Calcutta, April–December 1971. From an office on Theatre Road in Calcutta,
Tajuddin built what the war needed most after guns: administration. He coordinated the eleven
sectors and civil needs, managed the flow of funds and supplies, ran the government broadcasts
on  Swadhin  Bangla  Betar  Kendra,  and  negotiated  daily  with  Indian  officials  who  were
simultaneously  allies  and  overseers.  He  clashed  with  younger  radicals  who  wanted  a  more
revolutionary  war,  and with  colleagues  over  the  post-war  order,  but  the  machinery  held.  His
assassination in  Dhaka Central  Jail  on 3  November 1975,  alongside three cabinet  colleagues,
ended the life of the man historians call the revolution organiser.

26. 26. Syed Nazrul Islam: Acting President

With Sheikh Mujib  imprisoned in  Pakistan,  Syed Nazrul  Islam — vice-president  of  the Awami
League — served as acting president of  the provisional  government from April  to December
1971. His role was largely constitutional and symbolic:  he embodied the continuity of Mujib's
authority, signed the documents that needed a head of state's signature, and represented the
government at formal occasions. The arrangement reflected a careful political logic: nothing was
done that could be read as replacing Mujib, whose return everyone expected. Like Tajuddin, Syed
Nazrul Islam was later killed in the Dhaka jail assassinations of November 1975. For UPSC, his
name  is  the  one  aspirants  most  often  forget  —  and  therefore  the  one  that  distinguishes  a
complete answer. The structure to remember: Mujib (president, imprisoned) → Syed Nazrul Islam
(acting president) → Tajuddin Ahmad (prime minister). A simple Prelims trap asks who the acting
president  was;  the  answer  is  not  Tajuddin.  As  acting  president  he  signed  the  state  papers,
received credentials,  and embodied the constitutional fiction on which the whole government
rested: that Mujib was president and would return. The fiction held — Mujib did return, and the
"acting" prefix dissolved in January 1972. Syed Nazrul Islam later served as industries minister; on
3 November 1975 he was murdered inside Dhaka Central Jail with Tajuddin Ahmad, Mansur Ali
and Qamaruzzaman, in the "jail killings" that followed the August coup against Mujib. The four
graves are a reminder that 1971's leadership paid for victory with their lives within four years. For
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Prelims, his name is the classic distractor-proof fact: acting president, April–December 1971, not
prime minister.

27. 27. M.A.G. Osmani: Commander-in-Chief

Colonel M.A.G. Osmani, a retired Pakistan Army officer from Sylhet, was appointed commander-
in-chief of the Bangladesh armed forces — the Mukti Bahini — in April  1971. Operating from
Calcutta, he organised the scattered Bengali soldiers, policemen and volunteers into a structured
force,  divided  the  country  into  sectors,  and  coordinated  with  the  Indian  Army  as  the  war
progressed toward December. Osmani was a conventional soldier trying to build a conventional
command  structure  over  what  had  begun  as  a  spontaneous  uprising  —  a  tension  that  ran
through the entire war effort. After independence he served as a minister; he resigned in 1974
over policy differences with Mujib.  For UPSC, Osmani is the military counterpart to Tajuddin's
civilian administration: the man who gave the resistance an order of battle. Remember the title
(commander-in-chief  of  the  Mukti  Bahini),  the  base  (Calcutta),  and  the  achievement  (sector
organisation). His name appears in Prelims lists of 1971 personalities. A retired colonel of the
Pakistan Army from Sylhet, Osmani brought professional method to a volunteer war: at the July
1971 sector commanders' conference in Calcutta he formalised the eleven sectors, regularised
the defecting East Bengal regiments into conventional battalions, and set the guerrilla strategy
for the monsoon months. He chafed at the constraints of operating under Indian operational
direction,  and his  relations with both the political  leadership and Indian planners were often
strained — the  natural  friction  of  a  coalition  war.  After  independence he  served briefly  as  a
minister before resigning in 1974. For the exam, Osmani is the military organiser to Tajuddin's
civilian one: the pair, with Mujib absent, were the two pillars of the Mujibnagar war effort.

28. 28. The Mukti Bahini and its 11 Sectors

The Mukti Bahini — the "freedom force" — was the armed wing of the liberation struggle, formed
from Bengali soldiers and officers who revolted against the Pakistan Army, East Pakistan Rifles
and police personnel, students, and civilian volunteers. In July 1971, at a conference of sector
commanders,  Bangladesh  was  divided  into  11  operational  sectors,  each  with  a  designated
commander and area of responsibility, plus special naval commando and other units. The force
combined regular  units  (the "Niyomito Bahini,"  built  around defecting soldiers)  with guerrilla
fighters (the "Gono Bahini"). Through the monsoon and autumn of 1971, Mukti Bahini guerrillas
harassed Pakistani forces — blowing up bridges, ambushing patrols, and gathering intelligence
— softening the ground for the conventional offensive of December. For UPSC, the key facts are
the number (11 sectors), the composition (regulars + guerrillas + defectors), and the function (the
force that made the December war a short one by preparing the battlefield for months).  The
sector system is a favourite Prelims detail. The regular core — the "Niyomito Bahini" — was built
from the defecting East Bengal regiments, re-formed into battalions under Osmani's command;
around it  swarmed the "Gono Bahini,"  civilian guerrillas whose numbers ran into the tens of
thousands (estimates vary). Sector headquarters sat mostly on Indian soil, just across the border,
with supply lines running back into the occupied districts. Through the monsoon the guerrillas
blew bridges and culverts, ambushed convoys, cut telephone lines, and — critically — mapped
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Pakistani positions for the December offensive. When Indian columns crossed in December, Mukti
Bahini guides rode with them. The exam point: the sectors turned a spontaneous uprising into a
theatre prepared for conventional war.

29. 29. Key Sector Commanders

The  eleven  sectors  were  led  by  Bengali  officers,  several  of  whom  became  major  figures  in
Bangladesh's later history.  The best-known names for the exam: Ziaur Rahman (Sector 1,  the
Chittagong region — the same officer who made the Kalurghat broadcast),  Khaled Mosharraf
(Sector 2, covering Dhaka and surrounding districts), K.M. Shafiullah (Sector 3), and C.R. Dutta
(Sector 4,  Sylhet).  These were mostly young majors and captains who had defected from the
Pakistan  Army,  leading  mixed  forces  of  regulars  and  barely-trained  volunteers  against  a
professional army. Their guerrilla campaign through 1971 tied down Pakistani troops, disrupted
supply lines, and provided the Indian Army with detailed intelligence for December. For UPSC, you
do  not  need  all  eleven  names  —  know  the  sector  count,  the  concept,  and  two  or  three
commanders (Zia and Khaled Mosharraf at minimum). The commanders illustrate a larger point
Mains appreciates: 1971 was won partly because the Pakistani army's own Bengali officers turned
their training against it. The commanders were mostly young — majors and captains in their late
twenties and thirties — leading forces that mixed trained soldiers with students who had held a
rifle for weeks. Sector boundaries followed district lines, so commanders fought on ground they
knew,  among  people  who  sheltered  them.  Ziaur  Rahman  (Sector  1,  Chittagong),  Khaled
Mosharraf (Sector 2, Dhaka), K.M. Shafiullah (Sector 3) and C.R. Dutta (Sector 4, Sylhet) are the
names to  carry;  several  shaped Bangladesh's  army and politics  for  decades  after.  The larger
lesson for Mains: Pakistan's army trained these officers, then gave them a cause — 1971 is a case
study in how an army can manufacture its own enemy.

30. 30. Indian Training and Support

From the spring of 1971, India provided the Mukti Bahini with training camps, weapons, funding,
medical  care,  and  safe  haven  across  the  border  —  in  West  Bengal,  Assam,  Meghalaya  and
Tripura.  Indian  Army officers  helped  organise  the  guerrillas;  the  BSF  and  Indian  intelligence
coordinated infiltration and supply. This support was officially unacknowledged at the time but is
now  well  documented:  it  was  the  difference  between  a  crushed  uprising  and  a  sustained
insurgency.  India's  calculation  was  straightforward  —  every  month  the  Mukti  Bahini  kept
Pakistani forces pinned down was a month the refugees kept flowing, and a stronger guerrilla
force meant a shorter conventional war later. For UPSC, Indian support to the Mukti Bahini is the
link between the refugee phase and the war phase: it shows India was already a co-belligerent in
practice months before December. Mains answers on India's role should present the support as
calibrated escalation — training and arms first, open war only when diplomacy failed and the
season was right. The camps ran along the whole border — in West Bengal, Tripura, Assam and
Meghalaya  —  with  Indian  Army  instructors,  BSF  coordination,  and  intelligence  support  for
infiltration  and  supply.  Weapons,  wireless  sets,  explosives  and  medical  stores  flowed  across;
wounded guerrillas were treated in Indian military hospitals. Officially, New Delhi acknowledged
little until  December;  in practice,  the support was an open secret in the border districts.  The
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payoff came in December,  when Mukti  Bahini  guides led Indian columns through terrain the
maps got wrong, and guerrilla intelligence pinpointed Pakistani strongpoints.  For answers on
India's role, present the support as the middle rung of escalation: sanctuary and training from
spring, open war only in December.

31. 31. Operation Jackpot: the Naval Commandos (15 August 1971)

On the night of 15 August 1971, Bengali  naval commandos — trained by the Indian Navy —
struck simultaneously at the ports of Chittagong, Chalna (Mongla), Chandpur and Narayanganj in
Operation Jackpot, mining and damaging Pakistani merchant ships and port facilities. It was the
Mukti Bahini's most spectacular operation: a handful of frogmen, operating from Indian territory,
paralysed East Pakistan's sea lifeline in a single night. The operation demonstrated the guerrillas'
reach, forced Pakistan to divert resources to port security, and — like the land campaign — was
designed to strangle the Pakistani war economy ahead of December. For UPSC, Operation Jackpot
is the detail that shows the liberation war had a naval dimension long before the Indian Navy's
December  operations.  Remember  the  date  (15  August  1971  —  India's  Independence  Day,  a
deliberate  choice),  the  method  (naval  commandos,  limpet  mines),  and  the  target  (ports  and
shipping). It is a compact, high-value Prelims fact. The frogmen were trained in secrecy at a naval
facility at Plassey in West Bengal, then infiltrated back to strike simultaneously on the night of 15
August — India's Independence Day, a date chosen for its symbolism. Using limpet mines, they
damaged or sank vessels  at  Chittagong,  Chalna,  Chandpur and Narayanganj,  and threw East
Pakistan's port operations into chaos. Pakistan responded with harsh security sweeps, but the
sea lifeline never fully recovered. The operation's exam value is its compactness: one date, one
method, four ports, one message — that the liberation forces could reach anywhere. It is also the
proof that 1971 had a naval dimension months before the Indian Navy's December campaign.

Part V: India's Role and the 13-Day War

32. 32. The Indo-Soviet Treaty (9 August 1971)

On  9  August  1971,  India  and  the  Soviet  Union  signed  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  Friendship  and
Cooperation  —  a  20-year  agreement  whose  Article  9  provided  for  mutual  consultation  and
"appropriate  effective  measures"  if  either  party  faced attack or  threat.  In  plain  terms,  it  was
India's insurance policy: with the US tilting toward Pakistan and China looming on the northern
border, the treaty warned both against intervening in the coming war. The deterrent worked —
when the US sent the Enterprise to the Bay of Bengal in December, Soviet naval movements and
diplomatic backing signalled that escalation would carry costs, and China stayed out. For UPSC,
this treaty is among the most-asked facts of the chapter: the date (9 August 1971), the duration
(20 years), and the purpose (deterrence against US–China intervention). It also marks the high
point of Indo-Soviet alignment — the partnership that defined India's Cold War foreign policy.
Mains expects you to explain the treaty as strategic preparation, not ideology. The treaty was
signed  in  New  Delhi  on  9  August  1971  by  foreign  minister  Swaran  Singh  and  his  Soviet
counterpart  Andrei  Gromyko,  and  its  Article  9  —  consultation  and  "appropriate  effective
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measures" in the face of attack or threat — was the operative clause. It was renewed in 1991 for a
further twenty years, a sign of how both sides valued it. Critics called it the end of non-alignment;
defenders called it non-alignment's maturity — using a great-power partnership to keep other
great powers out of a regional war. For the exam, hold both views: Prelims wants the date and
Article 9, Mains wants the debate. The treaty's success is measurable — neither the US fleet nor
China moved against India in December.

33. 33. Pakistan's Pre-emptive Strikes (3 December 1971)

On the evening of  3 December 1971,  the Pakistan Air  Force launched pre-emptive strikes on
Indian airfields in the west — an attempt to repeat its 1965 opening gambit. The strikes did little
damage, but they gave India exactly what it needed: a clear act of aggression to answer. That
night, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi addressed the nation, a state of emergency was declared,
and India formally entered the war on both fronts. Pakistan's calculation had been that a western
offensive would relieve pressure on the east;  instead,  it  unified Indian opinion and gave the
December campaign its legal and political clarity. For UPSC, 3 December 1971 is the war's start
date — the day a regional crisis became an international war. Remember the sequence: Pakistani
strikes in the evening → Indian declaration the same night → full operations from 4 December.
Prelims frames this as "which event marked the beginning of the 1971 war"; the answer is the 3
December air strikes. The strikes, codenamed Operation Chengiz Khan, hit Indian airfields in the
west  — Pathankot,  Srinagar,  Amritsar,  Ambala  and others  — on the  evening of  3  December.
Modelled  on the  pre-emptive  logic  of  1965,  they  achieved surprise  but  little  damage:  Indian
aircraft were dispersed and the runways were quickly repaired. Within hours Indira Gandhi was
on national radio, Parliament was informed, and the war — planned for months — was formally
underway on both fronts. The strikes are a Mains lesson in miscalculation: Yahya's regime hoped
to relieve the east by opening the west, but instead handed India the clear aggression it needed
to justify a war the world had watched coming for nine months.

34. 34. The Eastern Front: the Race to Dhaka

In  the east,  India's  Eastern Command under Lt  Gen Jagjit  Singh Aurora executed a  lightning
campaign: three corps drove on Dhaka from the west, north and east, bypassing strongpoints,
using  helicopters  to  leapfrog  rivers,  and  dropping  paratroopers  ahead  of  the  advance.  The
strategy — developed with Army Chief General Sam Manekshaw's backing — was to reach Dhaka
before international pressure could force a ceasefire. Pakistani forces, under Lt Gen A.A.K. Niazi,
were spread thin trying to hold every town; the Mukti Bahini's months of sabotage had already
weakened their supply lines. Within days, Indian columns were at Dhaka's doorstep. For UPSC,
the eastern campaign is studied as a model of operational art: speed over methodical advance,
the bypassing of fortresses, and the political clock (beat the UN ceasefire) driving military tempo.
Mains answers on the war should stress that the east was the decisive theatre — the west was a
holding action; Dhaka was the prize. The campaign's speed is why the war lasted only thirteen
days. Three corps executed the plan: II Corps from the southwest, IV Corps from the east, and
XXXIII Corps from the northwest, converging on Dhaka. Strongpoints were bypassed rather than
reduced; rivers were crossed by helicopter — the famous Meghna heli-bridge of 9 December
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airlifted  troops  across  an  unbridgeable  river;  and  paratroopers  were  dropped  ahead  of  the
advance.  Pakistani  forces,  ordered to defend every town, were everywhere thin and nowhere
strong; Niazi's headquarters in Dhaka lost contact with its garrisons one by one. The campaign is
taught in staff colleges as the subcontinent's finest operational art — and its political moral is the
one Mains wants: the military tempo was set by the diplomatic clock, the need to present the
world with a fait accompli before a ceasefire could be imposed.

35. 35. The Tangail Airdrop (11 December 1971)

On 11 December 1971, Indian paratroopers were dropped at Tangail, north of Dhaka, to cut off
the Pakistani forces' retreat and accelerate the capital's encirclement. The drop — by the 2nd
Battalion of the Parachute Regiment — seized the key bridge and road junction, blocking the
Pakistani 93rd Brigade's escape route and tightening the noose around Dhaka. It was one of the
Indian Army's most celebrated airborne operations: troops dropped in daylight, linked up with
advancing ground columns and the Mukti Bahini, and helped make the fall of Dhaka a matter of
days. For UPSC, Tangail is the airborne-operation fact of the war — date (11 December 1971),
purpose (cut off retreat,  hasten Dhaka's fall),  and the unit  type (parachute battalion).  It  pairs
naturally with the broader point about the eastern campaign's speed: helicopters, paratroopers
and bypassed strongpoints, all serving the single aim of reaching Dhaka before diplomacy could
stop the war. The battalion — 2 Para — jumped from AN-12s and C-119 Packets in daylight on 11
December, seized the Poongli Bridge over the Louhajang river, and blocked the Pakistani 93rd
Brigade's  line  of  retreat  toward  Dhaka.  Within  days  the  paratroopers  linked  up  with  the  1st
Maratha Light Infantry advancing from the north and with Mukti Bahini fighters, closing the ring.
The drop's fame rests on its textbook execution: a battalion delivered by air behind the enemy,
seizing the one bridge that mattered, at exactly the moment the campaign needed it. For the
exam, Tangail is the airborne-operation answer — date, unit type, objective — and the illustration
of the eastern campaign's signature method: speed, surprise, and the bypassing of everything
that did not lead to Dhaka.

36. 36. The Western Front: the Holding Action

In the west, India's strategy was defensive-offensive: hold the border, blunt Pakistan's attacks,
and take limited territory for bargaining — while the east decided the war. The main Pakistani
offensive came in the Chhamb sector (Operation Grand Slam's old ground), and there was hard
fighting at places like Longewala in Rajasthan, where a small Indian force with air support held
off a Pakistani armoured thrust on 4–5 December. India captured territory in several sectors —
including parts of Sindh and Punjab — that would later be traded at Shimla. The western front's
importance was political as much as military: it absorbed Pakistan's strength, protected Indian
cities  from  the  pre-emptive  strikes'  follow-up,  and  gave  India  captured  territory  to  trade  in
negotiations. For UPSC, the west is the secondary theatre — know Longewala (4–5 December, air-
land defence against armour) as the signature battle,  and understand the concept: a holding
action in the west enabled the decisive blow in the east. Do not let the west's drama distract from
where  the  war  was  won.  The  signature  western  battle  was  Longewala,  on  the  night  of  4–5
December  in  Rajasthan:  about  120  men  of  23  Punjab,  commanded  by  Major  Kuldip  Singh
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Chandpuri, held a desert outpost against a Pakistani armoured brigade through the night, and at
dawn IAF  Hunters  destroyed the  stranded tanks  in  the  open desert.  The  company held;  the
brigade did not pass. Elsewhere India took limited but useful ground — in the Shakargarh bulge,
in  Sindh,  in  Rajasthan  —  territory  that  would  be  bargained  at  Shimla.  The  west's  strategic
function  was  exactly  what  the  planners  intended:  absorb  Pakistan's  offensive  power,  protect
Indian cities, and give the diplomats captured ground to trade. Know Longewala cold; treat the
rest of the west as context.

37. 37. The Naval War: Trident, Python and INS Khukri

The 1971 war  made the Indian Navy's  reputation.  On the night  of  4–5 December,  Operation
Trident saw Indian missile boats strike Karachi harbour — the first use of anti-ship missiles in
combat in the region — sinking Pakistani destroyers and setting the harbour's oil tanks ablaze.
On 8–9 December, Operation Python hit Karachi again. The Karachi strikes bottled up the Pakistan
Navy and cut West Pakistan's sea supply line. The navy also paid a price: on 9 December, the
frigate INS Khukri was torpedoed by the Pakistani submarine PNS Hangor off the Gujarat coast —
India's only major warship lost in the war, with her captain, M.N. Mulla, going down with the ship.
In the east, the navy enforced the blockade that strangled Pakistani forces in Dhaka. For UPSC,
the  naval  facts  are  high-yield  Prelims  material:  Trident  (4–5  Dec,  Karachi),  Python  (8–9  Dec,
Karachi), Khukri (9 Dec, sunk by Hangor). Navy Day, observed on 4 December, commemorates
Trident — a direct exam link. At Karachi on the night of 4–5 December, Indian missile boats —
small,  fast  Vidyut-class  craft  firing  Styx  missiles  —  sank  the  destroyer  PNS  Khaibar  and  the
minesweeper PNS Muhafiz and set the Keamari oil farm ablaze; the fires burned for days and
were visible from the city. Operation Python repeated the blow on 8–9 December. The cost came
on 9 December off the Gujarat coast, when the Pakistani submarine PNS Hangor torpedoed the
frigate INS Khukri; Captain Mahendra Nath Mulla stayed with his sinking ship, an act the navy
honours  to  this  day.  In  the  east,  the  fleet  sealed  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  no  Pakistani
reinforcement or escape was possible by sea. Navy Day on 4 December commemorates Trident
— the exam link is direct.

38. 38. The Air War

The Indian Air Force dominated the skies in both theatres. In the east, it achieved air supremacy
within days — destroying the small  Pakistani air contingent,  bombing airfields, and providing
close support to the ground advance on Dhaka. In the west,  it  blunted the 3 December pre-
emptive strikes and then struck back at  Pakistani  airfields,  radar stations and armour — the
Longewala battle is remembered partly as an air-force victory, with Hunter aircraft destroying
Pakistani tanks in daylight. Pakistan's air force fought bravely in places but was outnumbered
and, in the east, cut off from reinforcement. For UPSC, the air war's exam value is conceptual: air
supremacy in the east is what made the lightning ground campaign possible — columns could
advance without fear of air attack, helicopters could operate freely, and the Tangail drop could go
in. When Mains asks "why was the war so short," air dominance is one of the three answers (the
others being the Mukti Bahini's preparation and the political imperative to beat the ceasefire). In
the east the IAF struck Tezgaon airfield at Dhaka in the war's first hours, destroyed the handful of
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Pakistani Sabres on the ground, and owned the sky thereafter — flying thousands of sorties in
direct support of the ground advance. In the west it absorbed the 3 December strikes, hit back at
Pakistani airfields and radar, and provided the close air support that decided Longewala at dawn
on 5 December. The Pakistani Air Force fought hard where it could, notably in the west, but in the
east it was a token force with no hope of reinforcement once the navy closed the Bay. The exam's
conceptual takeaway: air supremacy in the east was the enabler of everything else — the heli-
bridges, the Tangail drop, the unhurried ground advance. No air cover, no thirteen-day war.

39. 39. The Surrender at Dhaka (16 December 1971)

On 16 December 1971, at the Race Course Ground in Dhaka, Lt Gen A.A.K. Niazi — commander of
Pakistan's Eastern Command — signed the instrument of surrender before Lt Gen Jagjit Singh
Aurora, GOC-in-C of India's Eastern Command. Some 93,000 Pakistani soldiers laid down their
arms: the largest surrender since the Second World War. The ceremony, conducted in public with
the world's press watching, marked the end of the thirteen-day war and the birth of Bangladesh
as an independent state. India observes 16 December as Vijay Diwas (Victory Day); Bangladesh
observes it as Bijoy Dibosh. For UPSC, this is the chapter's climax and its most-asked fact cluster:
the date (16 December 1971),  the place (Race Course Ground, Dhaka — the same ground as
Mujib's 7 March speech), the signatories (Niazi → Aurora), and the scale (93,000 POWs, largest
surrender since WWII). Learn it as a single memorised paragraph; it appears in Prelims almost
every other year in some form. The instrument was signed on the afternoon of 16 December at
the Race Course Ground — the same maidan where Mujib had spoken on 7 March — with Niazi,
his cap on the table, signing before Aurora as Indian and Bangladeshi officers and the world's
press  looked on.  The 93,000 who laid  down arms comprised troops,  paramilitary,  police  and
civilian personnel — the entire Pakistani military presence in the east. Yahya Khan's regime in
Islamabad collapsed within days; Bhutto took power on 20 December. The photographs of the
signing travelled the world and remain the defining image of the war. For the exam, memorise
the scene as a paragraph: date, place, the two generals, the number, and the superlative — the
largest surrender since the Second World War.

40. 40. 93,000 Prisoners of War

The surrender left  India holding approximately  93,000 Pakistani  prisoners of  war — soldiers,
paramilitary and civilian personnel — the largest number taken in any conflict since 1945. India
housed them in camps across the country, treated them under the Geneva Conventions, and then
used them as a diplomatic bargaining chip: their repatriation became the central issue in the
Shimla negotiations of 1972. Pakistan wanted its men back; India wanted a durable settlement —
on Kashmir,  on Bangladesh's  recognition,  on the  terms of  peace.  The POWs were  eventually
repatriated under the Delhi Agreement of August 1973 (a tripartite India–Pakistan–Bangladesh
accord). For UPSC, the POW figure does triple duty: it measures the scale of the victory, it explains
India's negotiating strength at Shimla, and it introduces the Geneva Conventions angle (humane
treatment  of  POWs  as  a  point  of  national  honour).  Remember  the  number  (93,000),  the
conventions (Geneva), and the repatriation deal (Delhi Agreement, August 1973). India housed
the prisoners in camps across the country under Geneva Convention standards — a point of
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national honour New Delhi made much of, and a contrast it drew with the treatment of Bengalis
in the east. Their repatriation was negotiated in the Delhi Agreement of August 1973 between
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh; the last of them went home in 1974. Bangladesh separately held
some 195 Pakistani prisoners accused of war crimes, whom it eventually released as part of the
settlement — a decision that remained controversial in Dhaka for decades. For the exam, the
POW story is diplomacy by other means: the prisoners were the currency in which India bought
Shimla's  terms  and  Bangladesh's  recognition.  Remember  93,000,  Geneva,  and  the  Delhi
Agreement.

41. 41. Why India Won: the Strategic Analysis

Mains loves this question, and the answer has five parts. First, preparation: the Mukti Bahini's
nine-month guerrilla campaign had already weakened Pakistani forces before December. Second,
timing: Manekshaw waited for winter (closing the Himalayan passes to China) and the end of the
monsoon  (drying  the  ground  for  armour).  Third,  diplomacy:  the  Indo-Soviet  Treaty  deterred
outside intervention, and Indira Gandhi's autumn tour showed the world that force was the last
resort. Fourth, operational design: the bypass-Dhaka blitz in the east, the holding action in the
west, air supremacy, and the naval blockade — all serving one political aim. Fifth, the adversary's
weakness:  Niazi's  forces  were  isolated,  outnumbered,  demoralised,  and  defending  hostile
territory  with  no  hope of  reinforcement.  For  UPSC,  structure  the  answer  exactly  this  way  —
preparation, timing, diplomacy, operations, adversary. It is a ready-made 150-word answer to one
of  the  most  repeated Mains  questions  on post-independence history.  The deeper  lesson the
examiners  want:  wars  are  won  before  they  are  fought.  Add  the  sixth  factor  the  textbooks
sometimes  underplay:  the  adversary's  politics.  Yahya's  regime  had  staked  everything  on  the
crackdown and had no political plan for the east beyond force; when force failed, the regime had
nothing  left,  and  it  fell  within  days  of  the  surrender.  Against  this,  India  had  aligned  every
instrument — the refugees as motive, diplomacy as cover, the treaty as shield, the Mukti Bahini as
preparation,  the military as instrument — toward a single political  objective:  an independent
Bangladesh, achieved before the world could intervene. That alignment is  the real  answer to
"why India won," and the reason staff colleges still teach December 1971. Wars are won before
they are fought — and they are won by politics first.

Part VI: Birth of Bangladesh and the Legacy

42. 42. Mujib's Release and Return (January 1972)

Sheikh Mujib spent the entire war in a Pakistani prison, at one point facing a secret treason trial.
After Pakistan's defeat, international pressure — and the new reality of Bangladesh — made his
continued imprisonment impossible. He was released on 8 January 1972, flew via London and
New Delhi (where he thanked India publicly), and landed in Dhaka on 10 January 1972 to a hero's
welcome from hundreds of thousands. Within days he took charge as prime minister of the new
state, moving from president-in-absentia to the head of a free government. The return closed the
circle that had opened on the night of 25–26 March 1971: the arrested leader came home to a
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liberated country. For UPSC, the dates are the point — released 8 January, in Dhaka 10 January
1972 — and the symbolism:  the provisional  government's  "acting"  arrangements  ended,  and
Bangladesh's constitutional life began. Mujib's assassination on 15 August 1975, barely three and
a half years later, is the tragic coda every account of 1971 must acknowledge. His journey home
was  a  victory  procession  through  allied  capitals:  released  on  8  January  1972,  he  stopped  in
London — where prime minister Edward Heath received him — and then in New Delhi, where
Indira Gandhi welcomed him at a public rally and he thanked India before the crowds. He landed
at Dhaka's Tejgaon airport on 10 January to hundreds of thousands of people, and within days
took charge as prime minister of the new republic. The return completed the arc from the night
of 25–26 March: the man arrested in the crackdown's first hours came home to a country the
crackdown had created. His assassination on 15 August 1975 — soldiers killing him and most of
his family in Dhaka — is the shadow over the liberation story, and the start of Bangladesh's long
instability.

43. 43. Bangladesh's Constitution (1972)

Bangladesh adopted its constitution on 4 November 1972; it came into force on 16 December
1972 — the first anniversary of Victory Day. Drafted under Mujib's government, it enshrined four
principles: nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism. The secularism clause was a direct
repudiation of the two-nation theory that had created Pakistan: Bangladesh defined itself as a
Bengali nation, not a Muslim one. (Later regimes amended these principles, but the original text
is what UPSC asks about.) The constitution also settled the status of the liberation war's heroes
and martyrs in the new state's founding narrative. For UPSC, remember the two dates (adopted 4
November,  effective  16  December  1972)  and  the  four  principles  —  with  secularism  as  the
examined one, because it marks Bangladesh's ideological break from Pakistan. A useful Mains
link: compare with India's own constitutional values to discuss how 1971 vindicated the idea of
pluralist nationalism. The drafting committee worked under Dr Kamal Hossain, and the text it
produced was debated and adopted by the constituent assembly on 4 November 1972, taking
effect on Victory Day itself — 16 December 1972, the war's first anniversary. The four principles —
nationalism,  socialism,  democracy,  secularism  —  defined  the  new  state  against  Pakistan's
founding logic: Bangladesh would be a Bengali nation, not a Muslim one, and religion would not
define citizenship. Later military regimes amended the principles away, and later still some were
restored; the original text is what the exam asks. The constitution's exam value is ideological: it is
the documentary proof that 1971 buried the two-nation theory.

44. 44. The Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship (19 March 1972)

On 19 March 1972, India and Bangladesh signed a 25-year Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and
Peace. Its most discussed clause committed each side to consultations — and to not assisting any
third  party  —  in  the  event  of  a  threat  to  either's  security:  widely  read  as  a  soft  security
understanding, though not a military alliance. The treaty formalised the wartime partnership into
a peacetime framework and was meant to anchor Bangladesh's foreign policy toward India. Over
the years it became controversial inside Bangladesh, where critics saw it as unequal; it lapsed in
1997 without renewal. For UPSC, the treaty's exam value is in the pattern it represents: India has
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repeatedly sought to convert wartime goodwill into treaty frameworks (compare the Indo-Soviet
Treaty of 1971), and the 1972 treaty's eventual lapse illustrates the limits of such frameworks.
Remember  the  date  (19  March  1972),  the  duration  (25  years),  and  the  fact  that  it  was  not
renewed. Signed in Dhaka on 19 March 1972 by Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Mujib, the treaty's
twenty-five-year term was meant to lock in the wartime partnership for a generation. Its security
clause — mutual consultation if either faced a threat, and a commitment not to assist any third
party against the other — was read in Dhaka's opposition press as a constraint on Bangladesh's
sovereignty, and the treaty became a standing grievance of anti-Indian politics. When it lapsed in
1997 neither side sought renewal; the relationship had outgrown the need for a formal frame.
For Mains, the treaty is a case study in the limits of paper: goodwill  needs interests, not just
signatures, and the 1972 text is remembered less for what it  achieved than for the domestic
debate it fed.

45. 45. The Shimla Agreement and Bangladesh (2 July 1972)

The Shimla Agreement of 2 July 1972 — signed by Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto — is
usually studied for Kashmir (the LoC, bilateral resolution of disputes). But it had a Bangladesh
dimension too:  India used its  bargaining power — 93,000 POWs and captured territory — to
press Pakistan toward recognising Bangladesh, and the agreement's framework of bilateralism
shaped how the subcontinent's disputes would be handled thereafter. The POW repatriation was
worked  out  separately  in  the  Delhi  Agreement  of  August  1973  between  India,  Pakistan  and
Bangladesh. Critics have long debated whether India gave away too much at Shimla — returning
territory  and  POWs  without  extracting  recognition  of  Bangladesh  or  a  Kashmir  settlement
upfront. For UPSC, present Shimla as the diplomatic sequel to the military victory: the war won
the battlefield, Shimla was supposed to win the peace. The standard Mains question asks you to
evaluate  the  agreement  —  and  the  honest  answer  acknowledges  both  the  achievement  (a
bilateral framework, the LoC) and the criticism (bargaining power surrendered). The signing at
Barnes Court in Shimla on 2 July 1972 produced the framework India wanted: disputes to be
settled bilaterally, and the 1949 ceasefire line in Kashmir converted into the Line of Control. On
Bangladesh, the agreement's text was silent — recognition was not extracted upfront — and
India returned the captured western territory and, eventually, the POWs. Defenders of the deal
argue it bought durable bilateralism and the LoC; critics argue India surrendered concrete assets
for paper promises, leaving Kashmir and Bangladesh's recognition to be settled separately. The
exam wants the balanced verdict: Shimla the achievement (bilateral framework, LoC, POWs home)
against Shimla the criticism (bargaining power spent, recognition delayed to 1974). Hold both,
and the answer is complete.

46. 46. Pakistan Recognises Bangladesh (22 February 1974)

Pakistan withheld recognition of Bangladesh for over two years after the war. It came finally on
22  February  1974,  when  Bhutto  —  attending  the  Islamic  summit  in  Lahore  —  recognised
Bangladesh, clearing the way for Mujib to attend the summit and for Bangladesh's fuller entry
into  the  international  community.  The  delay  had  been  tied  to  the  POW  and  repatriation
questions; once the Delhi Agreement of August 1973 settled those, the obstacle to recognition
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fell.  Bangladesh  joined  the  United  Nations  in  September  1974,  after  Pakistan's  recognition
removed the last barrier — China had vetoed its admission in 1972. For UPSC, the sequence is the
lesson:  surrender (Dec 1971)  →  Shimla (Jul  1972)  →  Delhi  Agreement on POWs (Aug 1973)  →
Pakistan's recognition (22 Feb 1974) → UN membership (Sep 1974). This chain is a ready-made
Prelims question on ordering, and a Mains illustration of how military outcomes are converted
into diplomatic facts step by step. The recognition came at the Islamic summit in Lahore on 22
February 1974: Bhutto, hosting Muslim heads of state, could hardly exclude the leader of the
world's  second-largest  Muslim  country,  and  Mujib  flew  in  to  take  Bangladesh's  seat.  With
Pakistan's objection gone, China lifted its veto and Bangladesh entered the United Nations in
September 1974. The two-and-a-half-year gap between surrender and recognition is itself  the
lesson — military victory creates facts, but diplomacy cashes them, and cashing takes time. For
the exam, the full chain is the answer: 16 December 1971 (surrender) → 2 July 1972 (Shimla) →
August 1973 (Delhi Agreement, POWs) → 22 February 1974 (recognition) → September 1974 (UN).
Learn it as one line.

47. 47. The Land Boundary Agreement (1974 → 2015)

The 1971 war left  the India–Bangladesh border's oddest features unresolved: the enclaves —
pockets of each country's territory surrounded by the other's, a legacy of 18th-century princely
deals. The Land Boundary Agreement signed in 1974 provided for their exchange, but ratification
stalled for four decades. It was finally implemented in 2015: India's Parliament passed the 100th
Constitutional  Amendment  (May  2015),  and  on  the  night  of  31  July  2015  the  enclaves  were
exchanged — 111 Indian enclaves in Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi enclaves in India swapped,
with  residents  choosing  their  citizenship.  It  was  one  of  the  world's  largest  peaceful  border
settlements.  For  UPSC,  this  is  a  Polity–IR crossover:  the 100th Amendment  is  asked in  Polity
(constitutional amendment for territory exchange), the enclave exchange in IR and Geography.
Remember the chain: agreement 1974 → 100th Amendment May 2015 → exchange 31 July 2015.
The lesson for Mains: even the settled outcomes of 1971 took forty years to finish implementing.
The  1974  agreement,  signed  by  Indira  Gandhi  and  Mujib,  waited  forty-one  years  for
implementation:  Indian  parliamentary  politics  stalled  ratification  until  the  Modi  government
carried  the  100th  Constitutional  Amendment  in  May 2015.  On the  night  of  31  July  2015 the
exchange took effect  — 111 Indian enclaves inside Bangladesh and 51 Bangladeshi  enclaves
inside  India  merged  with  their  surrounding  states,  and  officials  put  the  number  of  enclave
residents  choosing  citizenship  at  around  fifty  thousand.  People  who  had  lived  as  stateless
enclaves-dwellers — without schools, clinics or voting rights — became citizens overnight. It was
among the largest peaceful territorial settlements anywhere since 1945. The exam asks it three
ways: Polity (100th Amendment), IR (the bilateral settlement), Geography (the enclaves).

48. 48. Sharing the Ganga: Farakka and the 1996 Treaty

Water has been the most durable irritant in India–Bangladesh relations. India's Farakka Barrage
— built to flush silt from Kolkata port — diverts Ganga water in the dry season, and Bangladesh
has long argued it receives too little downstream. After decades of interim arrangements, the two
countries signed the 30-year Ganga Water Treaty on 12 December 1996, laying down a formula
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for sharing the dry-season flow. The treaty stabilised the issue but did not end it:  the Teesta
river's sharing remains unresolved, held up by West Bengal's objections — a textbook case of
how India's federal politics shapes its foreign policy. For UPSC, the water story is GS II staple:
Farakka (the barrage and the grievance),  the 1996 treaty  (30 years,  12 December 1996),  and
Teesta  (the  unresolved  sequel).  Mains  answers  on  India–Bangladesh  relations  should  always
include a water paragraph; it shows you understand that the relationship runs on rivers as much
as on history. The treaty was signed on 12 December 1996 by prime ministers H.D. Deve Gowda
and Sheikh Hasina, with a thirty-year term and a formula dividing the dry-season flow at Farakka.
It calmed the oldest water dispute in the relationship but left the Teesta for later — and later
never came: an interim Teesta deal initialled in 2011 was not signed after West Bengal's chief
minister objected, and the file has sat since. The contrast is the Mains point: the Ganga treaty
shows what  central  governments  can settle,  Teesta  shows what  federal  politics  can block.  In
answers  on  India–Bangladesh  relations,  the  water  paragraph  writes  itself  —  Farakka  (the
grievance), 1996 (the settlement), Teesta (the pending file).

49. 49. India–Bangladesh Ties Today

Fifty years on, the relationship built in 1971 rests on four pillars: connectivity (rail, road and river
links rebuilt, including the Maitri Setu bridge over the Feni), trade (Bangladesh is among India's
largest  South  Asian  trading  partners),  energy  (power  exports  and  grid  interconnection),  and
security  cooperation  (action  against  insurgent  groups  using  each  other's  territory).  The
unresolved  items  —  Teesta  water-sharing,  border  management,  and  trade  frictions  —  sit
alongside the achievements. Bangladesh's domestic politics periodically strains the tie: regimes
less friendly  to India have cooled the relationship,  while  friendly  ones have deepened it.  For
UPSC, the contemporary relationship is current-affairs territory layered over the 1971 foundation:
Mains  answers  should  show the  through-line  from the  liberation  war  to  today's  connectivity
projects.  The  analytical  point  examiners  want:  1971  created  a  reservoir  of  goodwill,  but  the
relationship — like all relationships — runs on present interests, not past gratitude. Never write
as if 1971 alone sustains the tie. The connectivity rebuild is the visible part: the Maitri Setu bridge
over the Feni river (opened 2021) linking Tripura to Chittagong port, the Akhaura–Agartala rail
link (opened 2023) restoring a connection severed in 1947, and restored river and road protocols.
Energy trade — Indian power flowing to Bangladeshi grids — and security cooperation against
insurgent sanctuaries form the quieter pillars. The relationship's rhythm follows Dhaka's politics:
warm under Sheikh Hasina's  long tenure,  watchful  whenever  anti-Indian sentiment  rises.  For
current-affairs answers, the formula is fixed: open with the 1971 foundation in one line, then
write  about  interests  —  connectivity,  trade,  water,  security  —  because  examiners  mark  the
present, not the past.

50. 50. Victory Day and the Memory of 1971

16 December is observed as Vijay Diwas in India and Bijoy Dibosh in Bangladesh — the shared
anniversary of the surrender at Dhaka. In Bangladesh, the war's memory is the foundation of
national identity: the Language Martyrs' Day (21 February), Independence Day (26 March), and
Victory Day (16 December) form the calendar of the state, and the Liberation War Museum in
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Dhaka preserves its record. In India, 1971 is remembered as the country's most decisive military
victory and the high-water mark of Indira Gandhi's leadership — and as the origin of doctrines
(swift, limited war under the nuclear shadow's predecessor logic) still debated in strategic studies.
For UPSC, the memory of 1971 is itself examinable: questions on nationalism, on how nations
remember wars, and on the uses of history in foreign policy all draw on this chapter. Close your
preparation with the reflection Mains rewards: 1971 proved that the two-nation theory could not
hold a nation together — language, culture and democratic consent mattered more. In Dhaka,
the  Liberation  War  Museum  (established  1996)  preserves  the  documents,  photographs  and
artefacts of 1971; in New Delhi, the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate — lit in 1972 — honours the
Indian fallen of the war. Indian staff colleges teach the December campaign as operational art;
Bangladeshi schools teach it as the nation's founding epic. And the strategic debate continues:
whether the restraint India showed after victory — no annexations, POWs repatriated, a bilateral
peace  —  was  wisdom  or  a  wasted  triumph.  For  the  essay  paper,  1971  is  inexhaustible:
nationalism and its limits, the morality of intervention, and the proposition the war proved — that
a nation is made by consent, not by religion or by force.

Quick-Revision Tables

Table 1: Key Dates, 1952–2015

Date Event

21 Feb 1952 Language Movement: police firing in Dhaka; Ekushey February

Feb 1966 Mujib announces the Six Points at Lahore

Jan 1968 Agartala Conspiracy Case filed; withdrawn Feb 1969

7 Dec 1970 General elections: Awami League wins 167 of 169 East Pakistan seats

1 Mar 1971 Yahya Khan postpones the National Assembly session

7 Mar 1971 Mujib's Race Course Ground speech, Dhaka

25–26 Mar 1971 Operation Searchlight; Mujib arrested

26 Mar 1971 Declaration of independence (Bangladesh Independence Day)

27 Mar 1971 Ziaur Rahman's Kalurghat radio broadcast

17 Apr 1971 Mujibnagar government takes oath

9 Aug 1971 Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and Cooperation

15 Aug 1971 Operation Jackpot: naval commando raids on ports

3 Dec 1971 Pakistani pre-emptive air strikes; India enters the war
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Date Event

4–5 Dec 1971 Operation Trident: Indian Navy strikes Karachi

11 Dec 1971 Tangail airdrop

16 Dec 1971 Surrender at Dhaka (Niazi → Aurora); Victory Day

10 Jan 1972 Mujib returns to Dhaka

19 Mar 1972 Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship (25 years)

2 Jul 1972 Shimla Agreement

4 Nov 1972 Bangladesh constitution adopted (in force 16 Dec 1972)

22 Feb 1974 Pakistan recognises Bangladesh

12 Dec 1996 Ganga Water Treaty (30 years)

31 Jul 2015 Enclave exchange under the Land Boundary Agreement

Table 2: Key Personalities and Roles

Personality Role in 1971

Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman

Awami League leader; declared independence 26 Mar 1971; imprisoned in
Pakistan during the war; returned Jan 1972

Tajuddin Ahmad Prime minister of the Mujibnagar provisional government (Apr–Dec 1971)

Syed Nazrul Islam Acting president of the provisional government

M.A.G. Osmani Commander-in-chief of the Mukti Bahini

Ziaur Rahman Kalurghat broadcast 27 Mar 1971; Sector 1 commander

Khaled Mosharraf Sector 2 commander (Dhaka region)

Indira Gandhi Prime Minister of India; diplomacy then war leadership

Gen. Sam
Manekshaw

Chief of Army Staff; planned the December timing

Lt Gen Jagjit Singh
Aurora

GOC-in-C Eastern Command; accepted the surrender

Lt Gen A.A.K. Niazi Commander of Pakistan's Eastern Command; signed the surrender

Gen. Yahya Khan President of Pakistan; ordered the crackdown
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Personality Role in 1971

Zulfikar Ali Bhutto Pakistan People's Party leader; later PM; signed Shimla Agreement

Table 3: Treaties and Agreements

Date Agreement Significance

9 Aug
1971

Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and
Cooperation (20 years)

Deterred US–China intervention in the war

19 Mar
1972

Indo-Bangladesh Treaty of Friendship (25
years)

Formalised the wartime partnership;
lapsed 1997

2 Jul 1972 Shimla Agreement Bilateral framework; LoC; POWs used as
bargaining chip

Aug 1973 Delhi Agreement (India–Pakistan–Bangladesh) Repatriation of POWs and internees

16 May
1974

Land Boundary Agreement Enclave exchange; implemented 2015 via
100th Amendment

12 Dec
1996

Ganga Water Treaty (30 years) Dry-season sharing formula; Teesta still
unresolved

5 Exam Tips for Bangladesh Liberation 1971

Learn the chain, not just the dates. Language movement (1952) → Six Points (1966) →
1970 election → crackdown (Mar 1971) → refugees → war (Dec 1971) → Shimla (1972). If you
can narrate this chain in two minutes, every date has a home and every Mains answer has a
structure.

Never mix up the three March–December dates. 26 March 1971 is Independence Day
(declaration), 17 April 1971 is the Mujibnagar oath, 16 December 1971 is Victory Day
(surrender). Write them on one flashcard; Prelims separates the prepared from the
guessing on exactly this.

Attribute every disputed figure. "Bangladesh officially cites 3 million dead; independent
estimates vary." "Widely cited as ~10 million refugees." The examiner rewards the aspirant
who shows judgment about sources — it is a GS II and essay skill, not just a history habit.

Use 1971 as your multi-paper bridge. One well-prepared chapter serves GS I (nationalism,
the two-nation theory's failure), GS II (refugees, diplomacy, treaties) and GS III (war,
strategy, security). When revising, ask of each topic: which paper does this answer belong
to?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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Prepare the "why India won" and "evaluate Shimla" answers in advance. These two
Mains questions recur in different wordings. Draft a 150-word version of each now — five
reasons for the victory, achievement-plus-criticism for Shimla — and reuse the structure
under pressure.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why did Bangladesh separate from Pakistan in 1971?

No  single  cause  —  a  chain.  The  two  wings  were  1,600  km  apart  with  India  between  them;
Bengalis, though the majority, were shut out of power; the language movement of 1952 made
identity political; economic disparity made it material; the Six Points (1966) gave it a programme;
the 1970 election gave it  a  democratic  mandate;  and the refusal  to honour that  mandate —
followed by the March 1971 crackdown — turned the mandate into a liberation war. For Mains,
present all six links; dropping any one makes the answer thin.

2. What was Operation Searchlight?

The Pakistan Army's military crackdown launched on the night of 25 March 1971 to crush the
Bengali  movement  —  targeting  the  Awami  League  leadership,  Bengali  soldiers  and  police,
students  (notably  at  Dhaka  University),  and  Hindu  neighbourhoods.  Instead  of  crushing  the
movement,  it  triggered  mass  mutinies,  the  refugee  exodus,  and  the  armed  liberation  war.
Bangladesh observes 25 March as Genocide Day.

3. How many refugees came to India in 1971, and why does the
number matter?

Widely cited as around ten million between March and December 1971 — one of the largest
forced migrations of the twentieth century. The number matters because it was India's central
justification  for  intervention:  New  Delhi  argued  it  could  not  carry  this  burden  indefinitely,
campaigned diplomatically on it through the autumn, and went to war when diplomacy failed. In
Mains, use the figure as India's material interest, not just a humanitarian detail.

4. What is the difference between Bangladesh's Independence Day
and Victory Day?

Independence Day is 26 March — the date of Sheikh Mujib's 1971 declaration of independence,
marking the start of the liberation struggle. Victory Day (Bijoy Dibosh) is 16 December — the date
of Pakistan's surrender at Dhaka in 1971, marking the war's end and the birth of the state. India
observes 16 December as Vijay Diwas. Confusing the two is a classic Prelims trap.

5. 
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5. What was the Shimla Agreement's connection to Bangladesh?

Signed 2 July 1972 by Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Shimla is mainly studied for Kashmir
— but  India  negotiated  it  holding  93,000  Pakistani  POWs and  captured  territory,  bargaining
power earned in the 1971 war. The agreement set the bilateral framework for disputes, and the
POW  repatriation  was  settled  separately  in  the  Delhi  Agreement  of  August  1973.  Pakistan
recognised Bangladesh in February 1974, after the POW question was resolved.

6. How should I use 1971 in the Mains exam beyond history
questions?

Three ways. In GS II, use the refugee crisis for answers on forced migration and humanitarian
law, and the treaties (Indo-Soviet 1971, Shimla 1972, Ganga 1996) for diplomacy questions. In GS
III, use the war for answers on strategy and joint operations. In the essay, 1971 works for themes
of nationalism, self-determination, and the limits of military power against a people's will. One
chapter, three papers — that is why it repays deep preparation.
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